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The Impact of Technology on Society: A Look Ahead

In recent years, technology has shaped the way we live, work, and interact. With each new
innovation, a new wave of changes is brought forth, leading to both excitement and concern. As
professionals navigating this dynamic landscape, it is crucial to understand how technology,
particularly artificial intelligence (Al), will influence societal structures and processes in the near
future.

Understanding Al's Role in the Upcoming Elections

The 2024 U.S. elections are on the horizon, and artificial intelligence is set to play a pivotal role in
how information is disseminated and perceived. Initially, fears were raised regarding Al's potential
to fuel misinformation campaigns, especially through deepfakes and targeted advertising. While it's
true that these tools have been used, experts suggest that the influence of Al has, in many ways,
been overstated.

e Concerns about misinformation have been echoed by more than half of Americans.

+ Despite some instances of political deepfakes, they represent only a small part of the broader
misinformation landscape.

o The U.S. Intelligence Community has observed foreign actors utilizing Al, particularly in
relation to voter perception, though these attempts have yet to redefine election interference
tactics.

Experts, like Betsy Hoover from Higher Ground Labs, have commented that while Al has not
dramatically changed the landscape of this election, apprehensions linger concerning its future
capabilities. Indeed, political campaigns have begun tapping into Al for numerous backend
functions, from opposition research to personalized communication strategies.

Public Sentiment and Tech Responsibility

Reflective of these developments, a recent Pew Research Center survey indicated that a majority
of Americans, across political affiliations, express concern regarding Al's impact on the electoral
process. Over 57% worry about the potential for misleading information related to campaigns.
Furthermore, there exists a consensus that tech companies like Facebook and Google should take
proactive measures to curtail the misuse of their platforms during elections. Yet, skepticism
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remains high, with only 20% of people believing these companies can effectively manage this
responsibility.

e 39% believe Al will primarily be utilized for malicious intents.
¢ Young adults exhibit a more balanced perception of Al's potential than older generations.

As professionals, recognizing these public sentiments could guide how technology is incorporated
into campaigns and strategies moving forward.

The Need for Reliable Polling Data

As the election date approaches, the demand for reliable polling data is intensifying. Traditional
polling methods are encountering significant declines in participation, prompting polisters to adapt
through Al applications. Al's capacity to quickly process vast datasets allows for the creation of
more nuanced surveys and real-time analysis of voter sentiments.

« Al tools, like chatbots, can enrich voter interactions by asking follow-up questions to uncover
deeper beliefs.

* Sentiment analysis is being conducted to assess reactions from social media, providing
insights that traditional approaches often miss.

While skepticism about Al's role in job displacement and ethical concerns persists, these tools may
also provide valuable insights to smaller campaigns that cannot affud the extensive resources of
larger ones.

Emerging Technologies and Misinformation

At events such as the Ash Center discussions, thought leaders have highlighted the pressing need
to combat misinformation while leveraging Al. Danielle Allen reiterated the importance of identifying
credible information sources while advising caution against potentially deceptive media forms like
deepfakes. Furthermore, Nate Persily emphasized that Al could amplify both beneficial and harmful
actions within the political realm, urging vigilance against the undermining of public trust in

legitimate information sources.
Emerging Trends and Future Developments

Looking forward, it appears that Al will only deepen its integration into political processes,
enhancing efficiency while also presenting risks, particularly regarding credible disinformation and
public distrust. As Al evolves, distinguishing real content from manipulated material will likely



become an ever-greater challenge. Thus, professionals in technology and related fields must
remain informed and proactive in addressing these issues.

Adapting to Cryptocurrency Regulations

With technology evolving, the cryptocurrency landscape is witnessing a parallel transformation.
The discussions surrounding Bitcoin exchange-traded funds (ETFs) have surged recently, sparking
excitement among investors. A Bitcoin ETF allows individuals to indirectly invest in Bitcoin by
purchasing shares in a fund that trades on traditional stock markets.

The Current State of Bitcoin ETFs

The historical context of Bitcoin ETFs reveals a landscape of cautious exploration, with many
proposals having been rejected due to concerns over market manipulation. However, significant
financial institutions such as BlackRock continue pursuing SEC approval, which could significantly
shape future investment dynamics.

o The recent approval of Bitcoin futures ETFs highlights a growing acceptance of Bitcoin as a
substantial asset.

 Inflows into spot Bitcoin ETFs have seen significant surges, suggesting increased trust and
interest among investors.

This development presents an opportunity for education and investment, with discussions around
how changes in leadership may affect cryptocurrency prices also becoming vital. For instance, if
Donald Trump were to win the presidency, analysts speculate that Bitcoin might surge further,
driven by his pro-crypto stances.

Rising Trends Among Communities

The emergence of specialized tokens, such as the r/FortNiteBR Bricks (BRICK) token within the
gaming community, showcases how blockchain technology can deepen engagement in online
spaces. The development of unique ecosystems that intertwine gaming, community, and
cryptocurrency presents exciting possibilities for both developers and users.

» The BRICK token is poised for growth, attracting gamers and crypto enthusiasts alike.
« Advanced features within the platform aim to reward user engagement and enhance
community interaction.

Conclusion: A Future Shaped by Technology



As technology continues to evolve, its impacts on various sectors, especially politics and economy,
must be grasped with both enthusiasm and caution. The significant role of Al and emerging
cryptocurrencies introduces exciting opportunities, as well as challenges that professionals must

navigate. By remaining informed and adaptable, the full potential of these advancements can be
harnessed to create positive societal impacts in the years ahead.

This article was originally published at: https://stevehodgkiss.net/post/the-impact-of-
technology-on-society-a-look-ahead
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